Linking 2018 Crash Reports with Death Certificates in North Carolina:

Overall Results and Miscoded Crash Fatalities

As part of a CDC-funded project to create the North Carolina Crash Injury Surveillance System (NC-CISS), we linked 2018 crash report
data with death certificate data. We reviewed all matches to create a ‘gold standard’ linked dataset, resulting in 1,485 linked records. All
linked records were either reported as a fatality in the crash data or had a transportation-related cause of death.
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Based on linked and unlinked 2018 crash and death certificate data. All percentages have been rounded to the nearest integer value, so percentage totals may not sum to 100 %.
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Crash Fatalities Miscoded as Non-Fatal in 2018 North Carolina Crash Reports

Any death resulting from a motor vehicle crash within 12 months after the crash should be reported as a fatality in the crash data,
according to the 2018 NC DMV-349 Crash Report Instructional Manual. However, 50 of the 1,485 linked crash and death
certificate records were coded as non-fatal in the crash reports. We described these linked records and reviewed some of the
reasons these fatalities may have been miscoded as non-fatalities.
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